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INTRODUCTION. 

It has been said time and time again that religious 
reformers are not always originators of new religions. 
That is so, for where they fail to originate they serve to 
point out boldly, clearly, emphatically, the great truths 
which they uphold. 

The pamphlet which I humbly present to the public 
seems to me to point concisely to the epitome of the true 
basic principles of what religion should be. 

In examining the creeds of the various religions of 
all the peoples of the world, I find nothing greater to exist 
therein than the truth embodied in the so-called "Golden 
Rule." 

When I finally decided to write a few lines on this 
profound branch of philosophy, it was after I felt confi- 
dent that what I might say on the subject would be senti- 
ments readily voiced by others and acceptable to -the un- 
prejudiced. 

There is a period in the lifetime of the average indi- 
vidual when he pauses to question his inner heart; when 
the religion as taught him in his childhood loses it charm 
and mystery, and a yearning for the truth — the bare truth 
without the fancy dress of rites and ceremonies — mani- 
fests itself; when he no longer gapes with wonder and 
obeys through fear or habit, but wants to drink in what 
appeals to sense and reason. It is at such a time that 
the soul needs help — while groping blindly about for 
something substantial to cling to. It is then that the 
searcher will grasp at the truth if he can find it, or if some 
one of his fellows will lead him to it. Otherwise he is lost. 
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o INTRODUCTION 

He becomes a scoffer at all religions, for nothing 
seems to satisfy his discontent or to fill the void. But to 
my mind, if you but give him the Golden Rule, scoff as he 
might at all else, he cannot deny that this is the truth. He 
may throw all else aside, but this will appeal, if not to 
his religious sense, then to his ethical at least. 

In emphasizing the doctrine, "Love your neighbor as 
yourself," as the supreme law, I do not desire by any 
means to say that religion as it is taught does not serve 
a purpose. That is perhaps the best way to appeal to 
childish minds, just as fairy tales serve best to teach them 
certain moral lessons. In childhood he wants the concrete, 
that which he can grasp, but as his intelligence advances 
with his years something more substantial is necessary. 
The cloak which shrouds the true philosophy with in- 
numerable dogmatical creeds of minor importance must be 
thrown off, and, like the sun after the clouds have passed, 
the truth will stand forth in all its glory — bright, firm, 
reassuring. 

All right-thinking individuals will agree with me that 
it is ridiculous to teach that in order for the Episcopalian 
or Jew or follower of any other denomination to be on 
the right road to heaven he must become a Catholic, or 
vice versa. Where is the preacher of modern civilization 
who really believes in such a doctrine? And yet some- 
thing very much akin to such teachings is dealt out *to 
what are termed the "ignorant masses" who are kept on 
the right track (so these teachers claim) by just such 
precepts. It is through fear and not through love that 
they believe; and this same belief leads them to most un- 
holy and gruesome bloodshed "in the name of religion." 
Thousands of lives, aye, hundreds of thousands of lives, 
have been offered up on the altar of religion by such 
bigoted teachings. 
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INTRODUCTION » 

Who would deny that a good, honest, upright pagan 
IS not a more desirable character than a bad Christian or 
a mean Jew, who professes outwardly the belief in God, 
and inwardly serves the devil? Yet that pagan is placed 
lower in the scale of so-called society than his inferior 
brethren who profess a "civilized'* religion. Why should 
this be so? 

Where the Jew or Christian, no matter how low his 
standing, would be tolerated, the virtuous pagan would 
stand no chance. I do not mean that we should all be- 
come good pagans, but rather that than bad Christians 
or Jews. 

And even civilized religions in these civilized times 
have not succeeded in overcoming the meanness of petty 
discriminations. Well-known hotels and summer resorts 
kept by those who would challenge you to a duel if you 
insinuated that they were not good Christians, have barred 
Hebrews from their establishments. Why, indeed, why is 
this so if there be not something fundamentally wrong in 
teaching these religions? You say there is so much good 
accomplished by these religions as they are taught now 
that the good quite overcomes the evil? That there is 
much that is good I do not deny, but why should these 
evil tendencies exist with it? 

Can a thousand good deeds make even one little wrong 
right ? Indeed not ! No more than a thousand dollars, 
aye, a million dollars, can restore the life of some poor 
little soul crushed under the wheels of an auto driven by 
a saint who never did anyone harm. 

What would you have us do, then, you say? Abolish 
religions? By no means! Only improve them! Teach 
that the underlying principle of all religions is not simply 
a profession in the Unity of God or the Trinity, but Love 
of Humanity. You may profess either of these beliefs and 
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be the greatest scoundrel on God's fair earth. Teach 
children the Supreme Law of Love — ^teach them what it 
means and how it should be applied, and they will be led, 
unconsciously perhaps, to a belief in God, and a respect 
for the religion of their fathers. Let the foundation stone 
on which he builds this temple to God be a strong one — 
one that will withstand the storm of his questionings, 
his doubts and misgivings, and the edifice he will erect 
will be a tower of beauty, of strength, of grandeur. The 
Golden Rule alone should be this foundation and the sub- 
sequent development will take care of itself. 
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PREFACE. 

The first edition of this book met with such marked 
approval by its many readers that the writer was encour- 
aged to revise it with a number of changes and additions 
in its present form. 

The writer trusts that the book in its present form, 
therefore, will be as kindly received by its enlightened 
readers as was the first edition, and that it may bring as 
many converts- to this modern charitable and compar- 
atively new theology as did its little predecessor. 

Following are a few of the numerous letters from men 
of wide reputation: 

Julius Hochfelder. 
N. Y. City, Nov. i8, 1908. 
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63 East 115TH Street. 

New York, 10/7/07. 
Wm. McKinley Lodge, No. 840, F. & A. M., 
H. GuTTMAN, Master, 
Julius Hochfelder, Esq. 

My Dear Bro. : Accept my sincere thanks for the auto- 
graph copy of your "The Supreme Law of the Future Man," 
which reached me to-day. 

I have read it from cover to cover. The doctrines therein 
set forth, although not new to me, are so beautifully expressed 
that I am grateful to Fate for giving me the friendship of a 
man who could conceive and utter such thoughts. 

In conclusion, let me say, that the person to whom that 
pamphlet is inscribed is well worth those tender words of 
dedication. 

Fraternally yours, 

Henry Guttman. 

Telephone 1624 — 79th. 
Joseph Silverman, D.D., 
Rabbi Temple Emanu-El, 
45 East 7Sth Street. 

New York, January 8, 1908. 
Dear Mr. Hochfelder: Accept my thanks for your 
pamphlet on "The Supreme Law of the Future Man," which 1 
have read with much pleasure. I am. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Joseph Silverman. 

Cavalry Baptist Church, 

Fifty-seventh Street, Between Sixth and Seventh Avenues. 

Robert Stuart Mac Arthur, Minister. 

New York, May 27, 1908. 
My Dear Mr. Hochfelder : Pardon my delay in acknowl- 
edging the receipt of your interesting and instructive pam- 
phlet — "The Supreme Law of the Future Man." 

I appreciate its entire spirit, as well as its forms of ex- 
pression, It is along lines in which I have often thought 
myself. You express my own views at many important points. 
With best wishes, I am. 

Sincerely yours, 

R. S. Mac Arthur. 
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THE AUTHOR'S PROFESSION OF FAITH. 

1. I believe in the unity of God; in one God and no 
more. 

2. I believe that God is Love. 

3. I believe that God is no respecter of persons, and 
all that which religion requires of us is to do justice, to 
love mercy and to make mankind happy. 

4. I believe that man himself makes both heaven and 
hell on earth. 

5. I believe that in the application of the so-called 
Golden Rule the supreme command of God is fulfilled. 

6. I do not believe in purgatory, either for man or 
woman. 

7. By the above statements I do not intend to condemn 
those who differ from me in my belief, for the reason 
that they have the same right to their beliefs as I have 
to mine. 

Julius Hochfelder. 
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Why not strive through the coming ages to live in 
fraternal concord and harmonious unison with all the 
nations of the globe? Not theory but practice, deed not 
creed, should be the watchword of modern races stamped 
with blazing characters of rational equity and useful 
brotherhood. 

Rabbi Alexander Kohut. 
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Truth unites and appeases; error begets antagonism 
and fanaticism. It seems, therefore, the best method to 
unite the human family in harmony, peace and good-will 
is to construct a rational and humane system of theology, 
as free from error as possible, clearly defined and appeal- 
ing directly to the reason and conscience of all normal 
men. 

Rabbi Isaac M. Wise. 
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WHO IS A CHRISTIAN? 

Who is a Christian in this Christian land 
Of many churches and of lofty spires ? 
Not he who sits in soft upholstered pews 
Bought by the profits of unholy greed, 
And looks devotion, while he thinks of gain. 
Not he who sends petitions from the lips 
That lie to-morrow in the street and mart. 
Not he who fattens on another's toil 
And flings his unearned riches to the poor. 
Or aids the heathen with a lessened wage. 
And builds cathedrals with an increased rent. 

Christ, with Thy great, sweet, simple creed of LOVE, 
How must Thou weary of earth's "Christian" clans, 
Who preach salvation through Thy saving blood. 
While planning slaughter of their fellow-men ! 

Who is a Christian? It is one whose life 
Is built on love, on kindness and on faith; 
Who holds his brother as his other self; 
Who toils for justice, equity and PEACE, 
And hides no aim or purpose in his heart 
That will not chort with universal good. 

Though he be pagan, heretic or Jew, 

That man is CHRISTIAN and beloved by Christ 

Ella Wheeler Wilcox. 
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AN APPEAL TO THE WORLD. 

L 

To the republics of the world; constitutional and abso- 
lute monarchies; despotisms; the International Court of 
Arbitration; National, State, County and City Legisla- 
tures; Judges of the highest and lowest courts; executive 
and ministerial officers of this country and of the rest of 
the world. 

IL 

To all millionaires, capitalists, agricultural land, mine 
and real-estate owners, monopolists of trade and captains 
of industries. 

IIL 

To manufacturers, producers, professional men and 
women, mechanics, to men and women belonging to the 
Protestant, Catholic, Jewish, pagan or Oriental religions, 
and to agnostics, atheists, heathens and idol worshipers. 

IV. 
To all soldiers, sailors, police officers and jailors. 

V. 

And to the most important body of men and women, - 
the educators, from presidents of universities to ele- 
mentary-school teachers. 

To you all I beg to submit for earnest consideration 
the definition of the highest duty of man to man, the 
"Golden Rule," which, if put into practice, I firmly believe 
would solve all misery, conflict, social and political ills to 
which man is heir. 
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HISTORICAL RESEARCH. 

CJEVERAL years ago I attempted to solve the true 

philosophy of the Supreme Law, The Golden Rule 
and its requirements, as they are handed down to the 
huhian family, and after careful and conscientious delib- 
erations I have arrived at the conclusion that this Great 
Law, if put into practice by all men and women, would be 
the key to the solution of all misery. 

Of course, this conclusion is not at all a new dis- 
covery, since the wisdom of the world voices with one 
sentiment that in the application of this command, the 
jewel of all rational religions, the "Divine Spirit" is 
found, with which, unfortunately, many of us are not 
acquainted, whether we be Gentile, Jew or Pagan. 

The Golden Rule may be said to have existed always 
and to be a part of all religions. Sixteen hundred years 
before the birth of Jesus, there ran an Egyptian vale to 
the dead: "He sought for others the good he desired for 
himself. Let him pass on." 

A century later than this — ^thirty-four hundred years 
away from this present — when the Hindu Kingdoms were 
being established along the Ganges, it was written : "The 
true rule in business is to guard and do by the things of 
others as they do by their own." 

The Greeks in 1070 B.C. came yet nearer the wording 
of Jesus, with "Do not that to thy neighbor which thee 
would take ill from him." 

The books and scrolls of the Hebraic law taught the 
truth. In a time-stained parchment, believed to have been 
inscribed first some twenty-five hundred years ago, is to 



Digitized by 



Google 



20 HISTORICAL RESEARCH 

be read: "Whatsoever you do not wish your neighbor to 
do to you do not that to him." And to strengthen this, 
the teachers of 600 B. C. added immediately: "This is 
the whole law. The rest is mere exposition of it." 

Confucius in 561 B. C. advised: "What you would 
not wish done to yourself do not unto others." 

At the first Buddhistic Cotmcil, held at Rajagriha in 
477 B. C, the scribes almost duplicated the advice of 
Egypt's priests, writing: "One should seek for others the 
happiness one desires for oneself." 

A century and a half before Christ the law of Rome 
once more repeated the theme: "The law imprinted on 
the hearts of all men is to love the members of society as 
themselves." 

It is practically certain that no land which has at any 
time laid claim to a more or less true form of civilization 
has omitted some phrasing of this basic ethical teaching 
from its moral or civil philosophy. 

When Alexander of Macedon marched into Persia in 
334 B. C. did he not find there before him the most usual 
of all these closely paralleled formulae? "Do as you would 
be done by," ran the Zoroastrian precept. 

Finally, Mohammed gave yet another expression to 
it, for the Koran instructs: "Let none of you treat his 
brother in a way he himself would dislike to be treated." * 

The Great Teacher Christ emphasized this duty also 
by having stated that "all men shall know that ye are 
my disciples, if ye have love one to another." I am quite 
certain that in this world to-day, those persons who suffer, 
struggle and sacrifice most, and live the lives of martyrs, 
know better than any others that the great principle 
of love — the universal law, is the one solution to nearly 
all great problems of the economic and industrial systems. 
It will settle the Child Labor question, and it will also 
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prevent many suicides which occur indirectly through the 
lack of love. 

Insanity, which to-day is in a great measure caused 
by terrible competition, would be unheard of. Love would 
prevent worry and ruin of mental, physical and moral 
faculties. Wars which always affect the progress of the 
entire world would cease if selfishness would cease — and 
love take its place. 

Our jails would have to be used for storehouses for 
useful productions, and our jailors, sheriffs, sailors and 
soldiers would be filling them with merchandise. Op- 
pressive trusts would go out of existence if this charitable 
spirit would abide in the hearts of those who drain little 
by little the producers of wealth. There exists great need 
for the regeneration of the heart — of those who are selfish 
— ^the oppressors of body and soul who extend no sym- 
pathy, of the physical as well as mental murderers. I am 
satisfied that most of the misery in this world is caused 
by lack of love; and that were not love lacking in every 
condition of society, be it high, middle or low, we would 
not need five per cent, of the lawyers in litigations; and 
on the other hand, that if this law — the fulfillment of the 
commandments — would prevail, it would bring with it 
heaven on earth. 

The poet Scott says: 

"Love rules the court, the camp, the grove, 
And men below and saints above. 
For love is heaven and heaven is love." 

Such paradise can only be realized when every man 
and woman does his and her positive duty — to love in the 
broadest sense of the word. "To do justly, to love mercy 
and to walk humbly with our God." 

This applies to the rich man and poor man alike, and 
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to whichever denomination or faith one may belong, 
whether Catholic or Protestant, Jewish or of the Pagan 
faith. The law of love knows no creed. It is one religion 
— heart religion — the only rational one which will be 
adopted by our future generations. 

As I firmly believe that my views as heretofore ex- 
pressed are in accord with those of profound thinkers 
and scholars, both of the old school of philosophy and 
that of the new school, I beg humbly to submit this small 
booklet for the examination of the public, with the hope 
that the same shall be welcomed as containing an acknowl- 
edged basic principle of life. 

I also desire to say that if I shall have convinced any 
reader of this pamphlet that the religion of love will 
be the universal religion of the future, then the pur- 
pose of the issuance of this book shall have been ac- 
complished. 
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THE TRUE PHILOSOPHY. 

"Diversity of worship," says a Persian proverb, "has 
divided the human race into seventy-two nations." From 
among all their dogmas, I have selected one, "Brotherly 
Love." The writer humbly begs to assert that he firmly 
believes that in the application of love towards all man- 
kind, the supreme command of God is fulfilled, since God 
is no respecter of persons; and therefore, to love un- 
selfishly all mankind is the greatest of all laws. 

"Love thinketh no evil, 
Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth 
In the truth." 

Does God require more of us, but "to do justly, to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with our God" ? He does 
not because doing all this we fulfill the whole law. Noth- 
ing else can usurp this command in its results. If we 
love, we fulfill all rules. It was Christ's one secret of 
the Christian life. In the Hon. Henry Drummond's an- 
alysis on this point it will be seen how true this is. "If 
you do one thing you will do three hundred and ten things 
(meaning the Ten Commandments and other rules), 
without even thinking about them." If you love, you 
will unconsciously fulfill the whole law. Take any of the 
Commandments. "Thou shalt have no other Gods before 
me." If a man love God, you will not need to tell him 
that. Love is the fulfilling of that law. "Take not His 
name in vain." Would he ever dream of taking His name 
in vain if he loved Him? "Remember the Sabbath day 
to keep it holy." Would he not be too glad to have one 
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day in seven to dedicate more exclusively to the object of 
his affection? Love will fulfill all those laws regarding 
God. And so, if he loved Man, he would never think of 
telling him to honor his father and mother. He could not 
do anything else. It would be preposterous to tell him 
not to kill. You could only insult him if you suggested 
that he should not steal — how could he steal from those 
he loved ? It would be superfluous to beg him not to 
bear false witness against his neighbor. If he loved him 
it would be the last thing he would do, and you would 
never dream of urging him not to covet what his neigh- 
bors have. On the contrary, he would rejoice in their 
possession. In this way love is the fulfilling of the law — 
all law — Divine and human law. 

We may go to the Synagogue or Church, whether we 
be Jew or Christian, five times daily during our course 
of life and yet not fulfill the law if we love not. It has 
been truly said that "He prayeth best who loveth best 
all things both great and small." 

Again we find in the Bible, Chapter XIII, Book I, 
of Corinthians that, 

"Love suffereth long, and is kind ; 
Love envieth not, 

Love vauntcth not itself, is not puffed up. 
Doth not behave itself unseemly, 
Seeketh not her own, 
Is not easily provoked, 
Thinketh no evil, 
Rejoiceth not in iniquity. 
But rejoiceth in the trutii, 
Beareth all things, 
Believeth all things, 
Hopeth all things, 
Endureth all things." 
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THE TRUE PHILOSOPHY 25 

"Though we speak with the tongues of men and angels, and 
have not love, we become as sounding brass or a tinkling 
cymbal. And though we have the gift of prophecy, and under- 
stand all mysteries and all knowledge ; and though we have all 
faith so that we could remove mountains, and have not love, 
we are nothing." 

Love is the light and sunshine of life. We are so 
constituted that we cannot fully enjoy ourselves or any- 
thing else, unless some one we love, be it a stranger in 
the other hemisphere or our most dear bosom friend at 
home, enjoys it with us. Even if we are alone, thousands 
of miles away from home, we store up our enjoyment in 
hope of sharing it hereafter with those we love. Such is 
true love in the broadest sense and as has been said, can 
live anywhere. It can and does defy distance and the 
elements. Byron's words, 

"O that the desert were my dwelling place, . 
With one fair spirit for my minister. 
That I might all forget the human race. 
And, hating no one, love but only her," 

express firmly and tenderly the love for an individual, 
for the love of his heart; but whilst this love may be 
devoted and pure, still it is not the highest. In order to 
be noble, God-love, it must be unselfish. Hiding ourselves 
from the world, even though our love is most passionate 
and pure, is selfishness, for brethren in this wise are de- 
prived of comforts and good examples. As a mirror re- 
flects, so must we serve as mirrors. We should let 
ourselves shine before others so that profit may accrue 
to them by our conduct. It should not be otherwise. 

To live for one's self, to think for one's self and none 
other besides, is also to die for one's self — alone. Prof. 
Drummond says, "Not to have this Spirit of love means 
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that we really never served as God wishes us to do. It is 
in the presence of humanity that we shall be charged. 
And the mere spectacle itself, the mere sight of it, will 
silently judge each one. Those will be there whom we 
have met and helped; or there the unpitied multitude 
whom we neglected or despised. No other witness need 
be summoned. No other charge than lovelessness shall 
be preferred. The words which all of us shall one day 
hear, sound not of theology but of life, not of churches 
and saints, but of the hungry and the poor, not of creeds 
and doctrines, but of shelter and clothing, not of Bibles 
and prayer books, but of cups of cold water in the name 
of God." 

This is love and the world's need. Any attempt to 
thrust upon another anything else than love does not meet 
with any success. This has been proved since the time 
the missionary began to penetrate the barbarous countries 
of the world. This will remain a truth until we practice 
that which we know to be the highest and noblest duty — 
love, the result of which will bring in its proportionate 
expenditures so many blessings as to revolutionize man- 
kind and evolve man to his highest state of perfection. 
In another part of the book of Prof. Drummond, "The 
Greatest Thing in the World," he says: "You can take 
nothing greater to the heathen world than the impress 
and reflection of the love of God upon your own character. 
That is the universal language. It will take you years 
to speak in Chinese, or in the dialects of India. From 
the day you land, the language of love, understood by all, 
will be pouring forth its unconscious eloquence. It is the 
man who is the missionary, it is not his work. His char- 
acter is his message. 

"In the heart of Africa, among the great tribes, you 
would have come across black men and women years ago 
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who remembered the only white man they ever saw be- 
fore, David Livingstone; and as you cross his footsteps 
in that dark continent, men's faces light up as they speak 
of the kind doctor who passed there years ago. They 
could not understand him, but they felt the love that beat 
in his heart. Take into your new sphere of labor, where 
you also mean to lay down your life, that simple charm, 
and your lifework must succeed. You can take nothing 
greater, you need take nothing less. It is not worth while 
going if you do anything less. You may take every ac- 
complishment; you may be braced for every sacrifice; but 
if you give your body to be burned, and have not love, it 
will profit you and the cause of God nothing. 

"All human intercourse is a seeing of reflection. I meet 
a stranger in a railway carriage. The cadence of his first 
word tells me he is English, and comes from Yorkshire. 
Without knowing it he has reflected his birthplace, his 
parents and the long history of their race. Even physio- 
logically he is a mirror. His second sentence records that 
he is a politician, and a faint inflexion in the way he pro- 
nounces the 'Times,' reveals his party. In his next remarks 
I see reflected a whole world of experiences. The books 
he has read, the people he has met, the influences that have 
played upon him, the man he is — ^these are all registered 
there by a pen which lets nothing pass and where writings 
can never be blotted. What I am reading in him, mean- 
time he is also reading in me; and before the journey is 
over we could half write each other's lives. Whether 
we like it or not we live in glass houses. The mind, the 
memory, the soul, is simply a vast chamber paneled into 
looking-glass, and upon this miraculous arrangement and 
endowment depends the capacity of mortal souls to reflect 
the characters of God." 

This great love for others transforms, morally, men- 
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tally, spiritually and even physically to a very noticeable 
degree. It has well been said that the transformation of 
love is the transformation of God. Wherever love is, 
God is. In order to reflect the character of God, we must 
enter upon life's work with love in our hearts. Just as 
soon as our frame of mind is slowly but consciously feed- 
ing upon this truth the whole make-up of our life, like 
the transformation of the caterpillar into a beautiful but- 
terfly, becomes the resultant change in our life which like- 
wise becomes perceptibly noticeable to our beloved ones 
at home, to our friends and in our daily tasks. It is a 
marvellous change which this love works, culminating 
in faith in God, a most potent essence of our creation 
without which we fall considerably in the scale of stand- 
ard. Truly it has been said that 

"Where there is Love there is Peace, 
Where there is Peace there is God." 

Have you ever thought what a change it would make 
if you loved with all your heart and soul and strength 
and mind? Love should be to the best of our thinking 
like the sky to other objects of our landscape, al- 
ways there, blue, serene, unifying. With this constantly 
in our hearts everything would find its right place; it 
would be easy to do right and difficult to do wrong. In 
fact the problem of life will be solved. It should be clear 
to our mind that this love is not sufficient to be in word, 
-neither in tongue ; but as it is recorded in the Bible — in deed 
and in truth, or as elsewhere written more emphatically, 
"Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
your own selves." If we love one another, "God dwelleth 
in us and His love is perfected in us." 

J. H. Thorn beautifully describes how this spirit of 
love works: "The spirit of love must work the works 
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and speak the tones of love. It cannot exist and give no 
sign or a false sign. It cannot be a spirit of love, and at 
the same time make self the prominent object. It cannot 
rejoice to lend itself to the happiness of others and at the 
same time, be seeking its own. It cannot be generous and 
envious. It cannot be sympathizing and unseemly, self- 
forgetful and vainglorious. It cannot delight in the 
rectitude and purity of other hearts as the spiritual ele- 
ments of their peace, and yet unnecessarily suspect them." 
"Let every creature have your love," says Wm. Law. 
"Love with its fruits of meekness, patience and humility, 
is all that we can wish for to ourselves, and our fellow 
creatures. To desire to communicate good to every crea- 
ture, in the degree we can, and it is capable of receiving 
from us, is a divine temper; for thus God stands un- 
changeably disposed towards the whole creation." 

In this way, obeying Gk)d, we may also walk with 
Him and commune with Him. It is just by doing this 
one thing — loving our neighbor — ^the greatest of all laws. 

Carlyle says, that "To shape the whole future is not 
our problem; but only to shape faithfully a small part of 
it according to rules already known. It is perhaps pos- 
sible for each of us, who will with due earnestness inquire, 
to ascertain clearly what he, for his own part, ought to 
do; this let him with true heart do, and continue doing. 
The general issue will, as it has always done, rest well 
with a higher intelligence than ours. This day thou 
knowest ten commanded duties, seest in thy mind ten 
things which should be done for one that thou doest ! Do 
one of them. This of itself will show the ten others which 
can and shall be done." 
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" It is more blessed to give than to receive." 

—The Acts, Chap, 20, v. 35- 

Charity which is synonymous with the term love, 
which gives without expectation of a return or reward, 
is a gentle God-like spirit in the human heart. This is 
the greatest of all virtues, and men and women are fast 
realizing that this quality should be practiced by the 
human family in order to attain the greatest good for the 
greatest number of the brotherhood. 

In life's struggle we find many occasions to practice 
this kind of spirit, because so much suffering prevails. 

It is strange, however, that hundreds of years have 
rolled on since the Gk)lden Rule has been preached, and 
as yet this wonderful truth, this underlying supreme 
principle is up to the present time but little understood 
and practiced by, comparatively speaking, a limited ferw. 

Christ was deified for the reason that His life gave the 
deepest expression to this truth. Those who reject the 
theory of His divinity never fail, however, in the midst 
of the most heated discussion to say at least that the 
Nazareiie is the model for mankind. 

True love or charity practiced by men and women 
makes the heart glad, and incidentally frees the mind 
from bigoted views. History records that the darkest 
days of the world were the days when charity was little 
in evidence in the laws of the nation and its religion; and 
that murders so committed in the name of religion were 
the effects of the bigotry and intolerance which prevailed. 
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While it is true that physical suffering is still very great, 
it is not regretted as much as the absence of the sympa- 
thetic golden touch of charity or true love, which, if prac- 
ticed, would solve the most perplexing questions. 

True charity seems to be poorly understood even at 
the present day. 

Ordinarily, it is said that those who have a sufficiency 
of the world's goods should give to those who have not; 
that "he who hath should give to him who hath not" ; but 
it may be said in a sense that we all are poor and in want, 
for the reason that nature has so created us by making us 
dependent subjects. 

As said before, nature has so constituted us that it is 
impossible for us to live alone and yet retain the civiliza- 
tion which is of the highest. Man's consciousness of 
affinity causes him to seek for happiness in the society of 
his brethren. This is one reason which alone prevents 
him from reverting to a purely selfish being. 

In all ages, some few have shown a desire to amelio- 
rate the condition of the poor and wretched; sustained 
many souls by their spirit of brotherhood and have 
wrested from the grave thousands upon thousands just 
through this brotherly love. While this is true, it must 
also be said that it is not the greatest deeds of life that 
are always to be most admired; it is those thousands, aye, 
countless thousands of little acts of kindness that flow 
from the innermost heart that form the pure golden chord 
links which bind us to one another; those that gush forth 
from a heart abounding in joy, refreshing the wretched, 
needy and abandoned, as the murmuring rill on the hill- 
side refreshes the weary traveller. 

In the course of life we are so situated that some have 
greater power than others to help with material wealth, 
but none of us should be limited in our acts of kindness. 
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Charity, to be effective, must be spontaneous. The 
welfare of others must be its aim and its end. It con- 
sists not so much in the performance of an act of kind- 
ness, as in the motive by which it was prompted, and the 
manner in which it was bestowed. If there be any class 
of human beings entitled to the sympathy and compassion 
of their more fortunate fellow-men, it is those who, in 
the midst of want and privation, are yet able to maintain 
a life of unsullied purity and virtue, for it is from them 
that the world has received its noblest benefactors. There 
is no necessity for all the complicated machinery by which 
the wealthy, in many instances, convey relief to the poor. 
Charity to be effective, to benefit both the giver and the 
receiver, must be direct and personal. Every man who 
has the means of doing good can always find an oppor- 
tunity. The wealthy are surely not so engrossed in their 
pursuits that they cannot find an hour during a day to 
perform those duties which should testify alike their 
sympathy for the unfortunate and their gratitude to the 
Giver of all good. If this were done, if the rich would 
oftener visit the abodes of poverty, and, with their own 
hands, bestow that relief which the necessities of the 
poor require, and which is now too often intrusted to 
the management of societies, they would mitigate one evil 
without creating another of a greater magnitude, and the 
expressions of gratitude that would then tremble on the 
lip would impart a deeper joy and higher satisfaction than 
wealth can ever give. 

I have thus far spoken of charity in its most common 
signification, and in a limited sense of the term; charity, 
which consists in merely doing good to one another, and 
which the circumstances in which we are placed, and 
the relations which we sustain to those around us, would 
seem to enforce; but the words "Now abideth faith, hope 
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and charity — these three, but the greatest of these is char- 
ity," refer to something higher, a loftier virtue, a more 
benign charity. 

It is the kind of charity which will uplift the fallen, 
lead the blind and the halting and guide the erring to the 
right road. 

As concrete examples of the application of this love 
or charity if you will, the instances which follow will 
suffice. 

Let us first take a convict who has served his term. 
While not every man emerges from his incarceration 
with the full purpose of living the angel, yet such is our 
misplaced charity that we would not let him carry out 
his purpose if he would. The accusing finger of his more 
fortunate brethren points at him in warning and scorn. 
He is shunned by even those who were his friends before. 
It matters not why he had been in prison. The circum- 
stances which brought him there are not material — it may 
have been illness which lost him his position. On regain- 
ing his health he could find no other employment; his 
money gone; wife ill; children starving; he steals — for 
them — for their sakes — but what matter those trifles! 
The circumstances which sent him there matter not. All 
they know is that he has been in prison. No one opens a 
welcome door to him. For his part he might as well be 
dead, for he is dead to those in whose power it lies to 
help him. 

Employ an ex-convict! Preposterous! Shopkeepers 
turn him from their doors in scorn. Help such a man, 
they say ! Nay, they might become contaminated by his 
very presence. What's more, even if he goes far away, 
gives up his home, friends and all, and tries to begin 
again, some one will pop up unexpectedly, and for no per- 
sonal reason whatever but just through lack of love, will 
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point that all-accusing finger at him, and whisper confi- 
dentially into his employer's ear, "He was locked up at 
one time." What is the result? This man who has done 
good, faithful, honest work, who has lived these past few 
years a blameless and upright life, is discharged. He 
becomes discouraged. Life seems all dark again. He 
tries to obtain other employment, but in vain; he cannot 
obtain good recommendations. But he must eat and drink 
and rest if he would live — if he would but try to keep 
body and soul together. 

The same old, old story. He goes down, lower, lower, 
until he again finds himself in prison, the breeding place 
of criminals. The same regime when his term is up, only 
to be sentenced again for some other, perhaps graver, 
offense, and so on until his weary end comes, perhaps 
none too soon. How many of such lives can we save if 
we but have a little love in our hearts? The very pious 
Jews and Christians who worship their God regularly at 
places of worship throw up their hands in horror at such 
a thought. What, harbor a criminal! Absurd! Shock- 
ing! To these friends I say, "a little less worship and a 
little more love." God wants not faith without works. 
Nor is God a respecter of persons. To Him, all are His 
children, and it matters not what a man has been, but 
what he is and wants to be. 

Modern civilization demands that a body politic, of 
whatever section of the world, should try to ameliorate the 
condition of the poor, unfortunate and its criminal class 
in such a manner as to make the results, after treat- 
ment, not only a benefit to the classes mentioned, but also 
to the institution which attempts the uplifting. 

To an observing person residing in any of the large 
cities, it becomes apparent that quite an appreciable 
percentage is found among the large army of the unem- 
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ployed men and women, who, after a cursory examination, 
can easily be relegated to a class which are, through dis- 
advantages, either unskilled laborers or those who are 
entirely ignorant of a trade or profession. 

This is a very distressing problem everywhere in the 
large cities, but I am glad that it is a condition which is 
remediable. The causes need not a very philosophic turn 
of mind in order to be understood. Innocent children, 
who first having been born under existing unfortunate 
conditions, deprived oftentimes of even an elementary 
education, fitting them to combat with the terrible strain 
of competition in life, without trade or profession, too 
soon find themselves in the army of the unemployed, and 
soon, alas, too soon, become in common parlance the 
"vagrant," the "bum," and the "hobo." 

A country such as is composed of these glorious United 
States, with its unlimited resources, wealth, education, 
prestige among nations, even unto the present day allows 
its ears to remain deaf and its eyes to remain shut to a cry- 
ing condition which sends millions to a premature grave 
and, aye, millions to fill the cells of the penitentiaries, the 
breeding places of degeneracy, of vice and crime. 

As a practicing attorney before the courts for several 
years, I have been able to see conditions in a manner such 
as I describe. 

I have been appealed to numerous times by a brother, 
sister, and aye, even by the wife of an unfortunate man 
who was in jail for being a person under the classification 
as mentioned. 

Now let us see why, frequently, one of these persons 
is arrested for the crime and what his condition is when 
he has so-called "served his term"; and when he is let 
loose upon the public. Let us see how this particular 
person has been benefited. As an example, take the case 
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of the man who is committed by a City Magistrate upon 
the charge of being without visible means of support, not 
engaged in a lawful occupation, and who is classified by 
our statutes as being a "vagrant." 

If the Magistrate before whom the individual is ar- 
raigned, finds him guilty of the charge, he carries out 
the law, and our young friend, or old friend, as the case 
may be, is committed to Blackwell's Island. 

Our Magistrate has done his duty and the person in 
question is now branded a criminal, wears the garb of the 
stripes, is humiliated by the bitter stings of prison life 
and its vile associations. 

But why ? Just because without desire or request, with- 
out responsibility, he or she was born into this world and 
"breathed" in this world without having had the oppor- 
tunity to learn a trade or occupation which would be re- 
munerative enough to pay wages so that he or she might 
live. 

Let us go back for a moment and observe the person's 
ability when he or she has been liberated after having 
served a term of imprisonment. I am not finding fault 
with our committing Magistrate. He is a servant of the 
law and is simply exercising the discretion allowed him. 

Unhappily, indeed, do we find that when the person is 
liberated he is then in a better and more favorable spirit 
and frame of mind to continue to live the life of an idler 
or vagrant. It is criminally outrageous to imprison a man 
because he is without a trade or occupation and to keep 
him in prison for six months without giving him the op- 
portunity to learn a trade, so as to prevent his return. 

Why not have an industrial school for the purpose of 
teaching such persons a trade by which they would be 
enabled to earn a livelihood? An argument advanced by 
some that there would not be room enough in New York 
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City for such persons who would willingly go to jail for 
vagrancy in order to learn a trade is absurd. 

It must be agreed that when society sends a man out 
of jail without giving him an opportunity in the slightest 
degree possible to enable him to learn a trade, thereby 
helping him to earn a legitimate dollar at a lawful occupa- 
tion, the public commits just as much a crime as it would 
do were it to take away a man's lawful privilege to ply 
his trade or occupation and then command him to live. 
The proposition, the whole condition is tyrannical. Why 
not teach the man something during his incarceration? 
Is he not becoming degraded there? Does society mean 
to apply that kind of medicine and call it a cure ? 

Does it mean to point its finger of scorn at the man 
and say to him, "You have been an idler in jail, you have 
lived in the atmosphere of vice and crime. Now become 
a better man"? Is that logic? Is that Christianity? Does 
that come up to the standard of the morality of any code ? 
Does this nation mean to improve man by depriving him 
of his inherent, his inalienable right to work in order to 
live? 

Laws of this kind have not that which laws should 
have. They are utterly without reason. In my law school 
days, I learned that if a law, primarily, has no reason 
in its inception, it cannot be law. 

I therefore will venture to give a concrete example of 
another condition that prevails in any of our large cities. 
In my experience at the bar, women have frequently come 
to me and detailed a distressing condition in their home. 
In some cases, unfortunately, the husband might be some 
bull-necked man who gives his wife a beating once every 
now and then which should be acceptable to his better 
half whom he has vowed in his honeymoon days to al- 
ways respect and love. 
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This beating should be acceptable to her in the place 
of a little pleasure in life, or act as a moral uplift. In 
some cases the woman complains of the upsetting of the 
table with its dishes, of the breaking of the furniture and 
of the breaking of heads, perhaps, due to that terrible 
demon, Drink. That accursed Drink has ruined countless 
homes; has broken thousands upon thousands of hearts; 
has blasted even the dearest hopes and ambitions and has 
filled millions of paupers' graves. 

In some cases, again, the husband, perhaps a selfish 
man, gives to his wife, most reluctantly, the meagre al- 
lowance for necessaries, and doles it out to her only at 
the times when the money is to be exchanged for the 
commodity. And when he finds not his table covered with 
the delicacies of the season and enough to satisfy a half 
dozen drunken friends, he believes that his wife is an 
extravagant woman. 

Again, in some cases, the worthy husband spends his 
week's salary for drink on Saturday night and comes 
home without enough to supply her with food for the 
next day; and then has the fertile brain to reason that 
she should make it a "paradise" for him. 

Now these are illustrations which cannot be disputed. 
We hear of them. They exist. It is not theory. These 
are facts, and will remain so long as brutal selfishness 
will abide in the hearts of men. Now let us see. It is 
said even "a worm will turn if tread upon" ; and therefore 
do you blame the woman if she appeals to the Magistrate's 
Court for aid? Do you blame her if she desires to in- 
voke the arm of the law and demand that her husband 
should support her adequately? Poor woman! It is sad, 
indeed, when she is compelled to turn to such a course. 
But what is her alternative? I will grant you that she is 
not an angel and that she might have precipitated a quar- 
rel which brought her to court. 
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What is she to do under the circumstances? Pur- 
suant to a summons, as a rule issued by a Magistrate 
after hearing her story, the husband is confronted by his 
wife in court. Without it being necessary to give a 
resume of the proceedings before the Magistrate, let us 
assume that "our husband" is committed to jail, to the 
workhouse, for the period of six months, three months 
or thirty days as the case may be. The machinery of jus- 
tice has been put in operation. The Judge has done his 
duty ! The woman's honor has been vindicated ! What 
is the result? He serves the penalty! 

Soon there is no fuel in the house; the infant in the 
cradle is cold, the woman at home is starving, and that 
one who should be supporting them is under the ban 
of the law. The State has done its duty ! Its laws have 
been violated! The transgressor must suffer. Aye, the 
innocent suffer, too! What does it do for that poor 
woman at home? What does it do for the innocent little 
one in the cradle? Must it suffer, too? Has it broken 
laws? Is that little one a criminal, too? Does that poor 
little infant, smiling upon us, asking for nourishment, 
know whence food cometh? Must that little one's mind 
be dwarfed owing to ill-nourishment because its poor 
mother cannot give it her life-blood? 

The conditions in some cases are even too shocking for 
any being called man to hear. / call it travesty upon 
justice for the State to take away froni the wife the hus- 
band in such a case, to incarcerate him and not to put 
him to some useful occupation and pay her and the poor 
innocent ones at home, while he is in jail. 

I have known cases during my experience at the bar 
where homes have been broken up, and where some poor, 
delicate woman, even in a state of motherhood, was com- 
pelled to go out washing clothes for others, or scrubbing 
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floors in order to sustain life for the little ones and her- 
self, while the majesty of the law was being carried out 
at Blackwell's Island. 

Yes, I have heard appeals made by such women while 
in dire necessity, penury and want, begging the Magistrate 
to revoke his commitment, the woman informing him that 
if the Magistrate was willing she would forgive the erring 
husband, only so that he might be permitted to come home. 
And why not ? Whether she wills it or not she must have 
support, therefore she begs for her husband's release. 

I have sometimes observed the actions and conduct of 
such a returning husband before the expiration of his 
commitment; and I have also learned of the treatment 
of such a man towards his wife after his release. He 
taunts her by saying: "You must have me. You can't 
do without me." Yes, that is true. She sometimes can't 
do without him, because the strong arm of the law is so 
very weak in its results. 

If the husband were compelled to work, for which his 
wife and children would be paid decent wages (and the 
State can readily do so by putting him at proper work), 
our good husband at Blackwell's Island would not taunt 
his unfortunate wife so enthusiastically, and consider him- 
self the omnipotent man. 

Yes, I believe in putting this kind of man to work; 
believe that the State should pay him for his work and 
give it to his wife. I call this reason, Christianity and 
law. Anything else to the contrary is unjust, inhumane 
and criminal on the part of society. 

If you will examine this subject thoroughly you will 
find that almost any crime can be attributed to the result 
which flows from a condition which takes away from the 
unborn child the opportunity to properly develop. 

In the second chapter of James we read: 
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"If there come unto your assembly a man with a gold 
ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor man 
in vile raiment, and ye have respect to him that weareth 
the fifay clothing, and say unto him, *Sit thou here in a 
good place,' and say to the poor, * Stand thou there, or 
sit here under my footstool !' 

"Are ye not then partial in yourselves and are become 
judges of evil thoughts? If ye fulfill the royal law ac- 
cording to the scripture. Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself,' ye do well. But if ye have respect to persons, 
ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as trans- 
gressors." 

This is as true of those poor mentally and morally 
as those who are poor materially. Nay, how much more 
help and pity do they need! A cracked vessel will be 
worthless unless mended by willing and helping hands. 
It may, after repair, serve long and faithfully, perhaps 
better than a new one. But neglect to mend it, throw it 
aside, and it becomes utterly useless. So with a human 
being who has been astray. Extend a helping hand. Aid 
him to mend. You will not only save a soul, but buy a 
friend whose friendship and gratitude will be more last- 
ing and true than of those who pray at church, and 
slander, envy and hate out of it. 

To quote again from the second chapter of James: 

"So speak ye and so do as they that shall be judged 
by the law of liberty. For he shall have judgment with- 
out mercy, that hath showed no mercy; and mercy re- 
joiceth against judgment. 

"What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man says 
he hath faith, and have not works? Can faith save him? 

"If a brother or sister be naked and destitute of daily 
food, and one of you say unto them, "Depart in peace, 
be ye warmed and filled," notwithstanding ye give not 
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those things which are needful to the body, what doth it 
profit ? 

"Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being 
alone." 

Aye, faith alone is indeed dead, for he who sits night 
and day and prays and calls aloud "There is only one 
God,'* without noting the suffering around him, nor try- 
ing to alleviate it, is less truly religious than he who is 
so engrossed in deeds of kindness and helpfulness that he 
finds no time to pray. His kind thoughts are his prayers, 
his good deeds his faith. For he who shows love is God- 
like, and God asks no more of him. 

Love inspires love. As we practice this ennobling 
principle, its influences will always return to us from 
those in whom we inspired it. We will be loved in the 
degree we love. 

"If you bring a smiling visage to the glass, 
You will meet a smile." 

Another case where this broad charity may be applied 
with wonderful results is in extending it to a woman who 
has gone astray. 

We all know that every woman would lead a virtuous 
life if a choice were given her. Whatever have been the 
circumstances and causes of her downfall, it is very often 
of necessity as a last resort that she turns to such a life. 
Sometimes it is through ignorance, sometimes through 
foolishness, sometimes through revenge — whatever the 
cause, the step is taken. But how many of these souls 
could be reclaimed to good, virtuous lives if we would 
but extend the hand of sympathy with a desire to help? 

Instead, our good neighbors, with horror plainly writ- 
ten on their faces, gather together to condole with one 
another over the poor girl's unfortunate step. How they 
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exaggerate! How each g^ves her imagination full sway, 
and by the time the sad tale has been repeated by all it 
stands out appalling in its enormity. Parents, relatives, 
friends have ostracized her forever from their circles. 
They drive her from them in shame, and she goes down, 
down, drifting lower and lower until she becomes hope- 
lessly lost. 

Think though, my good friends, how easily the first 
mistake could have been buried if these same friends had 
but practiced a little charity. If in their greatness of 
heart they had hushed their gossip, shown the erring one 
love, kindness, readiness to help and to forget. If, in- 
stead of being driven out alone into the cold, hard world, 
they had let her remain with them, in an atmosphere of 
purity and love, guiding her back to a virtuous life, gently 
and unconsciously, one more human being would thus 
have been saved a shameful grave. 

But no, she had sinned and cannot therefor remain 
with the "perfect." Reflect a minute. How many of us 
are "perfect"? Are we all then so free from sin and 
wrong that we are fit to condemn others? Of how many 
little acts of selfishness, of cruelty, especially to animals, 
of rudeness, of greed, of hatred, of ill-will, of jealousy, 
of a hundred other evils are we guilty? 

These are minor wrongs you say? Nay, not so, my 
friend, for where the indiscreet woman has harmed her- 
self most, these evils of ours harm others most. How 
they might blight more than one life, while we who are 
guilty of these crimes — for crimes they are — continue to 
scoff at, and scorn, and judge the "wicked." 

Yes, we judge hastily and condemn hastily, and think 
we are doing God's will and are righteous if we have 
naught to do with "bad, wicked people." 

We leave it to the missionaries who invade houses of 
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ill-repute and try to bring back these lost souls. But 
how much more good would a little prevention in the 
form of tolerance and love have done, than all the cure 
that can be effected by the missionaries? 

There is nothing which mankind has manifested so 
much in every age as the spirit of intolerance. It has 
darkened and defiled religion, corrupted the best and 
noblest of men, and embittered every department of life. 
It is against this spirit in all its manifestations, that every 
true religion should hurl its denunciations. It declares 
that love is the basis of all our relations to each other and 
to the race, and that God himself is love. Bigotry and 
intolerance have done more to degrade man, and to darken 
the earth with the most revolting crimes, than the com- 
bined influence of all other causes. They hav^ devised 
every conceivable species of torture. The rack, the flames, 
the gibbet, have all been made to minister to their in- 
satiate and uncontrollable tyranny. What a mournful 
record of its dark and bloody deeds does the history of 
the world contain ! The great and the good, the innocent 
and the pure, have been its victims. Under one form or 
another, in every age, it has established its terrible domin- 
ion over the intellect and conscience of men. It has per- 
petrated its atrocities oftentimes in the name of religion, 
and has associated itself with the most unblushing infi- 
delity; for the one it has established the inquisition, and 
for the other the guillotine. Everywhere, under all cir- 
cumstances, it has been man's most unrelenting foe. 
Opposed to it, but with altogether different means, Chris- 
tianity and Judaism are striving to establish upon the 
earth dominion of peace and love, and to diffuse into the 
hearts of men the spirit of that charity "that beareth all 
things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth 
all things." 
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It is common to speak of bigotry as existing in other 
times ; but if we look more closely we shall find it is active 
now as ever, though in a somewhat modified cruel form. 
Cast your eyes Westward ! Look at Colorado and Home- 
stead, Pa. ! Then turn to the East. Look at cruel Russia, 
His Majesty, the Czar! What about the hundreds of 
slaughtered innocent Jews in Kishineff! This cruelty 
has its origin in selfishness and ignorance, and it therefore 
cannot be annihilated until man shall become enlightened 
and imbued with the spirit of that divine charity which 
we have seen is inculcated by the religion of love. 

There are many bright and glorious examples of the 
influences of charity upon the heart and life; they form 
the green spots, the beautiful oases of the world's history ; 
they remind us of what man once was, and of what he 
may become; the record of their actions shall endure 
forever; but for bigotry and intolerance there is no im- 
mortality. The time I trust is coming when their bloody 
footprints will be obliterated from the earth, and love 
will take up its abode in every heart. Then shall "the 
waste places of the earth be glad, and the wilderness and 
the solitary places shall bloom as the rose." The kingdom 
of Heaven shall then have arrived and man's greatest 
dream of paradise on earth shall become a reality. 
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I have tried to show that the fundamental principles 
of all religions are the same. The greatest of these truths 
or principles is "Brotherly Love." When we realize this 
truth we will see that it makes but very little difference as 
to what form of religion we profess, if we are true to its 
basic principles. 

If the world thought less of converting people to its 
particular form of religion, and cared more to aid them 
in realizing this "religion of the heart,*' there would be 
less misery, less suffering, fewer crimes and more hap- 
piness. 

Heretofore I have quoted from the Bible and from 
the teachings of the great writers and thinkers of the 
past. 

Let us now see in how far the present voices these 
sentiments. What solutions do these thinkers of the 
present age offer in answer to this great problem of life? 

Dr. Washington Gladden, an American clergyman and 
writer of the Congregational Church of Columbus, Ohio, 
emphatically advocates this interpretation of the Teach- 
ings of Christianity. He says in part : 

"Christianity has lost some of the weapons with which 
it was doing battle one hundred years ago. Its trust is 
not to be henceforth in an infallible book; the arsenal 
of its terrors has been despoiled of much that was once 
a great reliance; censure and coercion cannot longer be 
profitably employed. But, in some respects, it has been 
strengthened for the work before it. 

"The Christian doctrine has been greatly simplified. 
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The elaborate creeds of a former day are disappearing. 
The metaphysical puzzles in which so many minds were 
once entangled are swept away. It is now well under- 
stood among those who are the recognized leaders of 
Christian thought that the essence of Christianity is per- 
sonal loyalty to the Master and obedience to His law of 
love. Such a conception prepares the way for great uni- 
ties and co-operations. 

"The doctrine of the divine immanence, when once its 
deeper implications are understood, must have important 
results in Christian experience. The God in whom we live 
and move and have our being will not need to be certified 
by documents or* symbolized by sacraments or demon- 
strated by logic ; our knowledge of Him will be immediate 
and certain. If He is indeed the life of all life; if He 
is 'more present to all things He made than anything 
unto itself can be'; if He is *the stream of tendency, 
whereby all things fulfill the law of their being*; if He 
is really 'working in us, to will and do of His good pleas- 
ure,' then life possesses a sacredness and a significance 
which few of us have yet conceived. This truth sanctifies 
and glorifies the whole of life. It is truth which lies at 
the heart of what is known as the 'new theology'; and 
if the Christian pulpit can but grasp it and realize it, we 
shall have such a revival of religion as the world has 
never seen. 

"The two truths of the divine Fatherhood and the 
human Brotherhood are the central truths of Christian 
theology to-day. This has never before been true. Men 
have always been calling God Father, but in their theories 
they have been making Him monarch. He was as much 
of a Father as He could be consistently with His functions 
as an absolute sovereign. The sovereignty was the domi- 
nant fact; the Fatherhood was subordinate. All this is 
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changed. It is believed to-day that there can be no sover- 
eignty higher than fatherhood, and no law stronger than 
love, 

"The doctrine must have vast social consequences. 
When it is once fully accepted, and all that it implies is 
recognized and enforced, society will he regenerated and 
redeemed. If all men are indeed brothers and owe to 
one another, in every relation, brotherly kindness ; if there 
is but one law of human association — Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself ; if every man's business in the world 
is to give as much as he can, rather than to get as much 
as he can, then the drift of human society must now be 
in wrong directions, and there is need of a reformation 
which shall start from the centres of life and thought. 
We need not so much new machinery as new ideals of 
personal obligation. 

"This idea that Christ has come to save the world ; that 
His mission is not to gather His elect out of the world and 
then burn it up, but to establish the Kingdom of Heaven 
here, and that it is established by making the law of love 
the regulative principle of all the business of life is prac- 
tically a new idea. Many, here and there, have tentatively 
held it, and their faltering attempts to live by it have 
produced what we have had of the precious fruits of peace 
and good-will among men. Charity and philanthropy 
have not been unknown ; the spirit of Christ has found in 
them a beautiful expression ; within that realm the King- 
dom of Heaven has been set up. What we need to learn 
is the truth that the law of love governs the factory as 
well as the hospital; the statesman and the economist 
must reckon with it, no less than the preacher and philan- 
thropist. 

"Such is the issue which the logic of events is forcing 
upon the Christian Church. Christianity must rule or 
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abdicate. If it cannot give the law to society, the world 
has no need of it. Not by might nor by power can its 
empire be established; only by clear witnessing to the 
supremacy of love. But the time has come when there 
must be no faltering in the testimony. Hitherto it has 
hardly dared to say that Love is King; the kingdoms of 
this world have been conceded to Mammon. With the 
dawning of the new century comes the deepening con- 
viction that the rule of Mammon never can bring order 
and peace ; and it begins to be credible that the way 
of the Christ is the way of life, for industry as well as for 
charity, for nations as well as for men. 

"That the principle of the Christian morality is the 
foundation of the social order, and that society will never 
be at peace until it rests on this foundation, is the claim 
which Christianity is now prepared to make. The ground 
of our hope for the continuance and prevalence of the 
Christian religion lies in the conviction that it will be 
able to make this claim." 

Such are the teachings of true Christianity. We love 
God by loving our neighbors as ourselves. Such, like- 
wise, are the teachings of Judaism, which, as expressed 
by Dr. Adolph Moses, tend to "establish the kingdom of 
righteousness and love on earth." To quote him further: 

"Every virtuous action is a true act of worship. To 
curb our passions in obedience to the laws divine en- 
graved upon the tablet of our hearts is the grandest 
homage paid to the idea of God. To smite and overthrow 
the vaulting instincts of selfishness in order to serve the 
common good of all, is the strongest proof that a God of 
goodness inspires the breast of man. He is an atheist 
who professes to believe in God, but whose deeds put his 
faith to shame. He who declares that he considers the 
Ten Commandments a revelation of God and yet violates 
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one and all, he is the real atheist. He who acknowledges 
that we should recognize no other God beside the Eternal, 
and yet worships his own poor self as the highest being 
and places his own interests and pleasures above the high- 
est interests and aims of humanity, he is a real atheist. 
He who perjures himself, who swears a false oath or 
utters lies to obtain profit or gain favor, he does prac- 
tically deny God, he demonstrates that he does not believe 
in Him, "that will not let him go unpunished that taketh 
His name in vain." Whoever fails to honor his father 
and mother as the representatives of God on earth; who- 
ever, in heartless selfishness, neglects his aged parents and 
refuses to surround their declining years with blessings 
and comforts, he is an atheist, though he bend his knee 
in adoration to Him and sound His praises in the midst 
of the assembly. He that makes himself a slave of 
Mammon, who in his greed to amass wealth, lets the 
higher power of his mind and heart run to waste, verily 
he is an atheist; he does, by his conduct, prove that he 
does not believe man to be a child and image of the Most 
High, destined to pattern his life upon that of divine 
perfection. He that defrauds his neighbors in any matter, 
great or small, who uses false weights and false measures, 
is an atheist; he does not believe in a God that hates 
deception and injustice. He is an atheist that deprives 
the toiler of his wages, and takes away from the needy 
the fruit of his labor. That man is indeed an atheist who 
robs the substance of his fellow-men by violation of the 
laws of the land, or by bribing legislatures to enact wicked 
laws to favor his iniquitous schemes. Whoever sacrifices 
duty and conscience to his passions is a rank atheist. The 
priest at the altar is an atheist, as is also the teacher of 
righteousness and faith, whose heart burns with the unholy 
fire of lust. Though he make many genuflections and lift his 
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eyes in prayer to heaven, he does deny God in his sinful 
soul. All those were real atheists who persecuted their 
fellow-men on account of their faith, who tortured and 
murdered the children of God in the name of God. 
Torquemada and Arbenas were atheists, in spite of the 
fact they scourged their bodies and sang many litanies in 
honor of their God. That ruler is an atheist and an 
enemy of God who grinds the faces of the poor and needy, 
who oppresses men on account of race and religion, who 
deprives human beings of the right to earn a livelihood, 
who withholds from them means of acquiring knowledge 
and leading the lives of human beings. The Czar of 
Russia is an atheist, although he is at the head of the 
National Church; his wicked counsellors deny God, be- 
cause they rebel against the laws of divine justice. He 
is an atheist who calls darkness light and evil good, who 
praises the despot that drives mothers with their babes 
out of their homes in mid-winter, and causes many in- 
fants to die of cold and starvation. 

"The irreverent Dr. is an atheist, though Sunday 

after Sunday he cuts capers in his pulpit, and calls him- 
self the servant of God. The God of truth and justice 
is not in his heart, else he could not call a tyrant a bene- 
factor of his people who causes infinite woe and misery 
throughout the length and breadth of his land. All those 
teachers of religion are atheists, the Stoeeckers and the 
Bohlings, who on Sundays preach from their pulpits, 
'Love thy enemy as thyself,' but as soon as they step out 
of their church preach and practice hatred and malice, 
spread calumnies and baneful falsehoods, and excite in 
the breasts of the masses vile and bloodthirsty passions. 

"Whoever holds that a man can be religious without try- 
ing to be absolutely just, truthful and merciful toward all 
men, derries and blasphemes God. Whoever treats his 
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fellow-men with contempt, and deems them unworthy of 
associating with him on account of race or religion, is an 
atheist, because he practically denies that all men are 
children of one Heavenly Father that loves them all and 
whose majesty resides in them all. 

"It is on account of such practical atheism that the 
earth mourns and is full of desolation. It is on account of 
such practical atheism that the cries of the depressed and 
downtrodden are heard. Such atheism is the parent of 
infinite woe and misery. Such practical atheism has 
drenched the earth with the tears and the blood of the 
innocent. Alas, how many are entirely free from prac- 
tical atheism? Ministers and laymen, men and women, 
Gentiles and Israelites, one way or another deny God 
in their conduct. Oh, let us not glory in the religious 
doctrines we hold; let us not boost of the principles of 
faith which we profess. By our fruits alone let us prove 
that we believe in an all- just, all-wise and all-merciful God. 
Let us gird ourselves with strength and strive to establish 
the kingdom of God, the kingdom of righteousness and 
love on earth. Let us endeavor to make our lives symbols 
of the perfection of God.V 
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Hon. David J. Brewer, Associate Justice of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, in his address before the 
Inter-Church Conference on Federation, said that univer- 
sal love and justice would end all strife and difficulty j po- 
litical and civil. He advocated a more liberal organization 
of the conference, and said he would include all creeds — 
Gentile and Jew. 

"We have no right to claim a monopoly of good inten- 
tions and good deeds," he said. "We ought not to stand 
before the world in a 'Holier than Thou' attitude. We 
should not hesitate to work with those who do not believe 
as we do, provided they want to make the world better. 
Why should such men as Edward Everett Hale and 
Cardinal Gibbons be excluded from such a federation as 
this so long as they are doers of the will of our common 
Master ? 

"With due respect to all here I want to say that I have 
more respect for religion than for theology. Without 
detracting in the least from the special significance and 
value of those who venerate the name of Christ, / can see 
no possible injury that might come to us from co-operation 
with all — Gentile and Jew — who, looking up with a spirit 
of worship, toil to bring the better day when love and 
peace shall rule the world. 

"With everybody loving his neighbor, banks and in- 
surance companies would need no supervision, State or 
Federal. Like this federation of churches, we would have 
mutual charitable life insurance companies whose direct- 
ors and officers would draw their salaries at the desk of 



Digitized by 



Google 



64 GOLDEN RULE PANACEA 

the cashier beyond. There would be no contested elec- 
tions. The writ of injunction would pass into innocuous 
desuetude. The despised Chinaman would have a new 
revelation of American justice. Accumulations of wealth 
would be sacred. There would be no 'tainted money.' 

"Eternal vigilance is not only the price of liberty, but 
also of civic purity. Successful reform means not only 
turn the rascals out, but keep them out. We shall never 
have purity of administration until the people awake to 
the fact that purity of administration is more important 
than party success, to be had by a constant and universal 
watchfulness. 

"The impression that the evils of the slums can be re- 
moved by the mere gift of money is a mistaken one. It 
will be a sad day for a community when one-half of it 
expects to live on the charity of the other half. You must 
put high aspirations into the minds of the unfortunate. 
Such unity as we see here manifested and the universal 
unity to be gotten from the Master would redeem New 
York, make Philadelphia good and Chicago clean.'* 

In a plea for universal peace, Judge Brewer said: 

"Let us not turn the whole peace movement over to 
the Quakers. Our end should be a world of peace. When 
John Hay said that American diplomacy was founded on 
the Golden Rule, he did more to lift this nation to the 
plane of a world power than did the victories of Santiago 
or Manila Bay. There is now much itching for more and 
larger battle-ships, and the pride and pomp of 'glorious 
war' make a large appeal to the people. We seem to love 
the power that is material as against the spirit of the 
Master. I invoke the action of the united church, and 
I am sure that the federation of all churches will soon 
make it plain that for this nation there will be no longer 
war nor the getting ready for war." 
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This brings us to a subject which is receiving universal 
attention, and has recently been agitated and discussed at 
the Hague Peace Congress — the question of "Wars." 

That war is a remnant of barbarism is not disputed, 
but that it should have so long held sway in the midst of 
civilization, of culture, of enlightenment, is alarming. 
Even far back in barbaric times we hear voices cry out 
from the darkness that wars should cease. David in a 
psalm exclaims, "Scatter thou the people that delight in 
war!" In the second chapter of Isaiah we read: "And 
they shall beat their spears into pruning hooks; nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more." So may it be, but when? 

Sentiment of the present age is apparently against war. 
Mr. Wm. J. Bryan, in a letter to President Roosevelt, 
says, in part: "Why not put on foot a movement for the 
establishment of permanent peace? Why not ask Con- 
gress for authority to submit all international questions 
(when an agreement cannot be reached by parties inter- 
ested) to an impartial board for investigation? If the 
leading nations of the world would enter into an agree- 
ment to join in the creation of such a board and pledge 
themselves to submit all disputes to it for investigation 
before declaring war, the danger of war would be reduced 
to a minimum." Mr. Bryan also points out in this letter 
how glorious it would be to prevent war and save the 
frightful loss of life. 

In line with this appeal comes the voice of Mr. Carne- 
gie, who also strongly advocates the banishment of war. 

In outlining the plan for the League of Peace, Mr. Car- 
negie said: "If the principal European nations were not 
free through conscription from the problem which now dis- 
turbs the military authorities of Britain, the lack of 
sufficient numbers willing to enter the man-slaying pro- 



Digitized by 



Google 



66 GOLDEN RULE PANACEA 

fession, we should soon hear the demand formulated for 
a League of Peace among the nations. Five nations co- 
operated in quelling the recent Chinese disorders and 
rescuing their representatives in Pekin. 

"It is perfectly clear that these five nations could banish 
war. Suppose even three of them formed a League of 
Peace — inviting all other nations to join — and agreed that 
since war in any part of the civilized world affects all 
nations, and often seriously, that no nation shall go to 
war, but shall refer international disputes to The Hague 
Conference or other arbitral body for peaceful settlement, 
the League agreeing to declare non-intercourse with any 
nation refusing compliance. Imagine a nation cut off 
to-day from the world. The League also might reserve 
to itself the right, where non-intercourse is likely to fail 
or has failed to prevent war, to use the necessary force 
to maintain peace, each member of the League agreeing 
to provide the needed forces, or money in lieu thereof, in 
proportion to her population or wealth. 

"The Emperor of Russia called The Hague Conference 
which gave us an international tribunal. Were King 
Edward or the Emperor of Germany or the President of 
France, acting for their governments, to invite the na- 
tions to send their representatives to consider the wisdom 
of forming such a league, the invitation would, no doubt, 
be responded to and probably prove successful. 

"The number that would gladly join such a league 
would be great, for the smaller nations would welcome 
the opportunity. 

"One deplorable exception exists to the march of im- 
provement. A new stain has recently crept into the rules 
of war, as foul as any that war has been forced by public 
sentiment to discard. To-day it is held that a formal 
declaration of war is not indispensable and that war can 
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exist without it. Here is the only step backward to be 
met with in the steady progress of mollifying the rules 
of war. It proclaims that any party to a dispute can first 
in his right hand carry gentle peace sitting in friendly 
conference, ostensibly engaged in finding a peaceful solu- 
tion of differences, while with the left he grasps, con- 
cealed, the assassin's dagger. 

"It is to be hoped that the coming conference will stamp 
this treachery as contrary to the rules of war, and thus 
return to the ancient and more chivalrous idea of attack 
only after notice. At last there is no excuse for war. A 
tribunal is now at hand to judge wisely and deliver 
righteous judgment between nations. It has made an 
auspicious start. A number of disputes have already been 
settled by it. It was under a provision of The Hague 
Conference that the President of the United States ad- 
dressed his recent note to Japan and Russia, suggesting 
a conference looking to peace and offering his services to 
bring it about. His success was thus made possible by 
The Hague Treaty. 

. "Notwithstanding all the cheering signs of the growth 
of arbitration, we should delude ourselves if we assumed 
that war is immediately to cease, for it is scarcely to be 
hoped that the future has not to witness more than one 
great holocaust of men to be offered up before the reign 
of peace blesses the earth. The scoria from the smolder- 
ing mass of the fiery past, the seeds that great wars have 
sown, may be expected to burst out at intervals more and 
more and more remote until the poison of the past is ex- 
hausted. That there is to be perfect, unbroken peace in 
our progress to this end we are not so unduly sanguine 
as to imagine. 

"We are prepared for more than one outbreak of mad- 
ness and folly in the future as in the past, but that peace 
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is to come at last and that sooner, much sooner, than the 
majority of my hearers can possibly credit, I, for one, 
entertain not one particle of doubt." 

But there would be no need of Mr. Carnegie's appre- 
hension of wars yet to come and of the tardiness of peace 
if we would begin right now and teach the gospel of Love 
by practicing it. If we would but let our minds grasp 
the sinfulness of war and the beauty of peace, people 
otherwise good and moral would cease silently to approve 
it. The best protestation against war that I have ever 
read is the one uttered by the well-known philanthropist, 
Hon. Nathan Straus, at the unveiling of the statue in 
Salem Fields Cemetery, in memory of the Jewish soldiers 
who lost their lives for the Union in the Civil War. 

"War," he said, "is only legal murder. I shall protest 
to heaven against war and speak for peace. We meet to 
honor the Jewish soldiers and sailors who sacrificed their 
lives for their country. Others will speak more eloquently 
than I can do of the debt owed by the living to those who 
died for the sake of duty, and while I yield to no man in 
my admiration for those who have sacrificed their lives 
in defense of their country, I shall protest to heaven 
against war and speak for peace. These dead whom we 
honor remind us that war is a barbarism against which 
every man should raise his voice in this age. War is 
only legal murder. And while we honor the dead martyrs, 
we should protest as civilized men against their death 
and the continuation of wholesale slaughter which still 
disgraces the earth. Our common sense refuses to let 
two men settle their quarrels with knife or pistol. The 
common sense of humanity should forbid nations to settle 
their quarrels with cannon, dynamite, which ruins homes 
and makes fatherless children. I protest in the names of 
the mothers of the world against the needless shedding of 
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the blood of their sons. Two men with a quarrel must 
go before the court and abide by the law's decision. They 
are not allowed to cut each other's throats. Two nations 
with a quarrel should be compelled to arbitrate and accept 
the decision. They should no longer be permitted to dig, 
uselessly, millions of graves for brave men. If any ruler 
of men wants war, let him be kept in the front line of 
the fight as long as the war lasts. War is often brought 
about by the vanity of individuals, not by the necessity of 
nations, and wars would be few if the men that start them 
were compelled to receive the first bullet fired.- How can 
we call ourselves civilized, when we spend unlimited 
millions for organized military murder, and grudge the 
money that would save the health of nations, the lives of 
millions of children? 

"The United States proposes to spend two hundred 
millions every year, and perhaps more, for fighting battle- 
ships. Think what that gigantic sum would accomplish 
if it were devoted to the health of humanity, not to murder. 
Such a sum would wipe out consumption, which, more 
deadly than any war, costs the United States two hundred 
thousand lives each year. Such a sum would save every 
year the lives of the hundreds of thousands of children 
that die because their dwellings are filthy, their food im- 
pure, their bodies neglected. War keeps aHve brutality. 
Poverty and disease are its brother and sister. Every year 
in Europe more than two thousand millions of dollars 
are spent on armies and navies that are mere brutal or- 
ganizations for murder. And. in addition to these thou- 
sands of millions of dollars, criminal war with its standing 
armies wastes the lives of millions of young men locked 
up in barracks and battle-ships during the best years of 
their lives, when they should be marrying, raising families 
and laying the foundations of future prosperity. Human- 
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ity in war and in preparations for war squanders the 
resources that would give us real civilization, if the thou- 
sands of millions that are devoted to killing were devoted 
to uplifting the race. Let us honor these men who died 
for their fellow-men. Let us honor them especially in 
protest against needless death, wasted possibilities. No 
nation can act alone in this matter. The peaceful man 
must go armed among murderous thugs for the sake of 
peace itself. Our country, at whatever necessary cost, 
must be prepared to resist attack. But this nation, and 
every honorable man in it, should work to bring an end 
to that brutal, antiquated sys.tem of legalized murder 
which has dug the graves of these patriots and millions 
of others." 

Such are the sentiments against war, but how much 
longer will civilization halt and hesitate! How much 
longer will it take the world to realize that love and not 
hate, peace and not war, will solve all our difficulties and 
settle all our differences? 

Yet still another great problem presents itself for solu- 
tion— "The Child Labor Question." What is it that has 
caused this evil? Is it not selfishness and the lack of 
love? It was the greed of factory owners that discovered 
that child labor was cheap and convenient. It is the lazi- 
ness of some adults which adds to this evil; and the un- 
fortunate conditions and circumstances of still other adults 
which make child labor a double tragedy. 

How inconsistent is human nature! It may seem 
startling to say that not very long ago England helped the 
poor only to kill them, and yet what else can we say when 
we find that the parish hired out its pauper children to 
the factories ! This "apprentice system," as it was called, 
subjected little children to such inhuman hours, brutal 
treatment and unsanitary conditions, that those in whose 
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hearts love dwelt finally prevailed upon the government to 
interfere. But what can that interference accomplish so 
long as the self-interest and greed of employers and the 
dishonesty of parents prevail? 

The evils to the child are appallingly dangerous to 
health and morals! Disease, deformity, ignorance are 
its fruits. It develops an element that is easily pauperized 
and eventually becomes criminal. 

Are those who make this result possible aware of the 
enormity of their crime? If they are not, it is time their 
eyes were opened. It is time that they drove this mad 
desire for more gain, more mammon, out of their hearts 
a little and made room for a little love. For if they loved 
the children of the poor they would see that their parents 
earned enough — ^that is, were paid sufficient wages in re- 
turn for their labor to support the little ones and enable 
them to go to school. But no ! the rich must needs fool- 
ishly and recklessly waste money on their needless luxuries 
and extravagant fancies, and pay for them with the money 
wrung out of the life-blood of these poor, innocent, help- 
less children! 

What language can express more forcibly the cruelty 
of this condition than Lady Florence Dixie's appeal to 
President Roosevelt for the abolition of this evil! How 
pathetic and yet how true are her words ! 

"You are a man, and I am a woman. You are Presi- 
dent of the vast Republic, which calls itself The land of 
the free,' and I am but a free lance, wandering over my 
country, the earth, and seeing everywhere and on all 
sides barbarities tolerated and sanctioned by laws, the 
creation of your sex. 

"May I draw your attention to one of these barbarities ? 
It is the shocking and inhuman toleration of Child Labor 
in America, in which children, little more than infants. 
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toil for long, long hours daily and nightly in order to line 
the pockets of those bloated monstrosities called million- 
aires, who have become such on the daily drudgery of the 
poor, in which thousands of children of tender age are 
included. Think of it! While you are resting in a com- 
fortable bed, while those you love are enjoying the luxury 
of rest, while the millionaires are strutting and puffing 
about in fine linen and in an insufferable atmosphere of 
snobbish pomposity, thousands of mere mites are toiling 
hard all day, and some all night, in the mills and commer- 
cial shambles of the poor wherein the millionaires hatch 
their golden hoards. Do you realize it? Do the seething 
population of America realize the horrible slavery they 
are permitting to exist in the land of the free? 

"Land of the free indeed ! Land of greed and grab, I 
would rather call a country which, in the twentieth cen- 
tury permits such a system of barbaric slavery to exist. 
In this country, in old lag-behind Britain, such things 
existed one hundred years ago, but even we have banished 
that crime, while America still nurses it in its bosom. 
Will you not end it? Wi41 you put forth your great 
power and influence to strike down this hideous and dis- 
gusting and selfish practice! What else is it but a most 
horrible form of slavery? 

"Dear Mr. Roosevelt, its victims are dumb. They are 
as helpless as those poor tortured vivisected animals are, 
whom your noble physiologists annually sacrifice upon the 
altar of vivisectional research. They are as bound and 
helpless as are the poor dumb animals I refer to, whose 
mute sufferings are unheeded by a hurrying, scurrying, 
gold-grabbing world, intent on coining the metal which its 
members cannot take away with them when they step for- 
ward into The Great Unknown. The dumb slaves I ap- 
peal for are little children — children who never asked to 
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be born, and to whom, at any rate, we owe the right of 
freedom. Call to your aid the American Federation of 
Labor and ask it for a few statistics, and if your blood 
does not turn cold you are less than human. Speak out, 
then, from the great position you occupy. Of what use 
to be a sovereign, be it spelt Monarch or President, if 
not to use the influence you possess for good ? Is the cult 
of gold the only object of life? Are love and kindness 
never to know existence, or to help in governing mankind ? 
On all sides mighty Man tries to govern without woman's 
help. His failure is vast! It would be ludicrous if not 
so sad. Let him give her a chance of tidying up the 
houses he has made such a mess of. Though he has 
dragged her very low, there are some who are yet capable 
of helping him, if he will allow them. As a woman I 
appeal to you to raise your voice against, and use your 
influence to put down this horrible slavery, which is a 
disgrace and a crime unspeakable. 

"Long ago the North fought the South to end the negro 
slavery ; yet a slavery more repulsive is allowed to reign on 
in your Southern States to- attract your Northern dol- 
lars ! Almighty dollar! And the country that tolerates 
this professes to be Christian, and pretends to be shocked 
when the freethinker laughs at the Christian and his 
deeds. What imperial humbug ! 

"Once more as a woman, as a human being, I appeal 
to you to speak out and try and end this ghastly slavery. 
Horrible as is ceaseless toil of the adult poor, it bears no 
measure of comparison with America's Giant Crime — 
'the ceaseless daily and nightly slavery of little children.' " 

Yet what can one man alone do? It needs the re- 
generation of the heart of these children's employers. 
They need to have love preached to them every Sunday at 
church, which they, as "good Christians," undoubtedly at- 
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tend. But instead they hear flattering words of a cring- 
ing clergyman whose unmistakable "duty" it is to praise 
and exalt those upon whom his livelihood depends. How 
lavishly these "good members" contribute to the church! 
How active the wives of these child-murderers are at the 
Church Fair ! How their silks rustle and their diamonds 
sparkle as they devoutly bend in prayer! Aye, pray, my 
good women I Pray for the souls of your husbands who 
have lavished all this wealth upon you by killing hun- 
dreds of helpless innocents ! 

Again I repeat that nothing in the world will tend to 
banish war and abolish Child Labor more than Love, the 
guiding star of all religions — that which makes all re- 
ligions one — One Grand Supreme Law. 



Digitized by 



Google 



"LOVE IS OUR HIGHEST WORD AND SYNONYM 
OF GOD."— Emerson, 

The Golden Rule is religion in a nutshell. A friend 
once asked of me, in speaking of the Golden Rule, "What 
does it mean and what does it require of us ?" To answer 
off-hand is difficult because we can only teach it by deeds 
and example. A thorough understanding of it is neces- 
sary, but that can only be obtained by manifesting love 
in everyday life, by watching the little acts of kindness, 
by putting aside prejudices, envy, jealousy, greed; by 
being sincere, unselfish, patient, generous, courteous, 
good-tempered and kind. 

This religion of love is attractive to all and repulsive 
to none. It does not soar to realms beyond the compre- 
hension of the ordinary mind. It does not ask you to 
believe the unbelievable; to see the invisible and abstract; 
to adopt doctrines of any set form of religion ; to practice 
rites and ceremonies which seem empty and vain. Neither 
does it demand that you attend any particular place of 
worship. Indeed, we find that it makes our differences 
and prejudices disappear, and that once understood the 
Jew will not hesitate to worship in a Catholic cathedral; 
the Catholic will find that God can hear him in a Jewish 
synagogue; the Brahman will call on his Brahm in a 
Christian Church, and the Christian will bend the knee 
in devout prayer in a Brahman temple' Such broad, un- 
limited brotherhood will it establish, and make us, indeed, 
the children of one Father. 

It will give us a fellow-feeling which is, even at this 
advanced state of civilization, hardly dreamed of. It will 
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teach mankind to be practical and sane, and likewise 
teach religion to manifest itself in sane and practical 
forms, not by means of scourging the body; not by living 
the hermit ; not by persecuting the unbeliever to a belief 
in some particular form of religion, but by helping to 
build schools and universities; by uplifting the criminal, 
helping the crippled and giving succor to the sick and 
needy and improving the dwellings of the poor. Such 
manifestations of religion are prompted by love and con- 
stitute true religion. Such is spirituality, such is moral- 
ity, such should be our end and aim on this earth, and we 
need then have no fear of the hereafter. We manifest the 
God within us by such deeds, and whether we proclaim 
his Godship aloud to our fellows and worship daily or not 
we are truly His servants doing His will faithfully and 
pleasing in His sight. 

Such belief will teach us how to lessen crime. Rather 
try to prevent the criminal than to cure him. If he raise 
his whip to lash the beast, pluck it from his hand ; make 
it possible for him to earn an honest penny, not crush him 
and force him to steal. Competition is a greater force 
in creating criminals than any other. And competition 
is caused by lack of love. One tries to outdo the other, 
sometimes of necessity, more often because of greed. 
How this has caused morality to suffer ! If a man feels 
uncertain of his future, he hastily seizes upon every 
means justifiable or not in order to reap the richest pos- 
sible harvest in the field of the present. I mean not the 
inevitable competition. The competition which is a 
matter of necessity is sad enough, but when thousands 
who can reap a rich harvest within their own boundaries, 
cross into the boundaries of others that they may reap 
there as well, then I say that competition breeds criminals 
worse than the murderer, for whereas the murderer de- 
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stroys one, the other ruins whole families and makes life 
a ceaseless struggle for existence — a fight that makes all 
rest, all enjoyment of life impossible! 

But it seems that we are not yet prepared to prevent 
criminals, so busy are we trying to punish, and inci- 
dentally cure, those who are criminals. Are we, however, 
going even about that in the proper way? 

Are we not prone to forget the man in our desire to 
punish the criminal? We talk of protecting society, of 
putting dangerous people "out of the way" so that they 
can never more do harm, but are we thus benefiting 
society or are we indeed accomplishing anything beneficial 
to the community or the individual himself? 

To quote Dr. Felix Adler on that point: "Much has 
been said of the need of considering the good of society, 
of protecting the community at large from the depreda- 
tions of the violent and fraudulent, and of subjecting the 
latter to exemplary punishment in order to deter others 
from following their example. But the welfare of society 
and the welfare of the criminal are always identical. 
Nothing should be done to the worst criminal, not even a 
hair of his head should be touched merely for the sake 
of securing the public good, if the thing done be not also 
for his private good. And on the other hand, nothing can 
be done to the criminal which is for his own lasting good 
that will not also profoundly react for the good of society, 
assuring its security and deterring others from a like 
career of crime." 

The question remains to be solved whether putting a 
murderer to death is for the good of society since it does 
the criminal no good, unless, indeed, it be claimed that 
it is doing him a "private good" to put him beyond 
mischief ! 

Be that as it may, no one can deny that the "acd- 
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dental" criminal needs help. How many such have been 
brought back to the right road by those who have shown 
them love! How many more could be thus set on their 
feet again and kept standing upright, if those in a posi- 
tion to help would follow the noble examples of those 
who have helped ! 

In an article written by Bailey Millard for the Satur- 
day Evening Post, we have presented to us forcibly this 
phase of the good that love can work. 

Mr. Millard gives several examples of men high in 
the social, political and business world, helping ex-convicts 
to a better and nobler life. He cites as one example, an 
ex-convict who wrote to Grover Cleveland: "I have just 
been discharged from the penitentiary. Life looks pretty 
hopeless to me. You know my history. I want to make 
a new start. Will you help me?" And Mr. Cleveland, 
in the greatness of his heart, saw what a critical moment 
this was in this man's life, and he did help him. Now 
the man is holding his "head high" in the world, all due 
to this one act of love and true charity. Would that we 
had many more Clevetands ! 

Another incident cited in the same article is the 
notable case of William January, who escaped from prison 
with the resolve to become a better man. He hid his 
identity, assumed another name, went to a different city 
and became a respectable and hard-working business man. 
His subsequent recognition by a fellow-prisoner who dis- 
closed January's identity, his arrest and acquittal after a 
three months' imprisonment were hard to bear, but the 
love shown him by those quick to recognize the good in 
others fully atoned for his shame. All who had been in- 
strumental in "carrying out the law" and remanding 
January to prison combined to obtain for him a pardon. 
"Judges, lawyers, organizations and private individuals 
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helped to swell the list of petitioners or wrote personal 
letters to the President." 

Even the attorney-general saw it advisable to be 
lenient with this man who had struggled so hard to regain 
honored and respected manhood. In his memorandum the 
attorney-general said: 

"I consider it very important to discourage attempts 
to escape among prisoners. As against this must be 
weighed the eminently beneficial effect of encouraging 
the real reformation of convicts." 

From this we judge that even those whose duty it is 
to prosecute the criminal would give him a chance to 
lead an honest life rather than send him to prison. 

It is in helping those who want help, who need help, 
that our duty lies, and the true religion points that way 
clearly: "Do unto others as you would have them do 
unto you." 

I have tried to show that love will keep the ranks of 
criminals from swelling and that it will help those who 
have stooped, to live a nobler life in the future. But 
these are by no means the only conditions it will remedy. 
In fact, love or charity will remedy every evil and im- 
prove every condition of life, if practiced, and not only 
preached. 

We hear this doctrine preached in the churches occa- 
sionally, but its application is but little understood. The 
very churches that preach it misunderstand its proper 
practice. Missionaries spend millions of dollars and oft- 
times sacrifice many lives trying to convert "non-believers" 
to a belief in Christ. What do we mean by "non- 
believers," and what right have we to dictate to those 
whose beliefs differ from ours that they change their 
form of worship and adopt ours, when our own so-called 
"believers" know not true religion ? Let the heathen alone 
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for a while. He is safe if he lives up to the best in his 
own religion. Surely a Chinese who faithfully and de- 
voutly obeys the law of Confucius cannot be lost, for that 
law teaches brotherly love, which, if practiced, manifests 
the God within him. Surely the Mohammedan cannot be 
lost if he but obey the commands of the Koran! So 
with all other religions. What matters it- what form they 
take or by what name they be called? Religion should 
teach morality. Morality means the doctrine or system 
of duties. It is that which teaches us the rules of right 
conduct, of the duties of man to man. If, therefore, any 
religion teaches one to be honest, upright in all his deal- 
ings, conscientious, sincere, generous, patient, kind and 
unselfish, it is as good as any other form of religion. 

The millions spent in trying to make "non-believers" 
proclaim Jesus the Saviour are uselessly squandered. How 
much more good would be accomplished if that money 
were used for building more schools? Thousands of 
children in New York are allowed to run wild in the 
streets because there are not enough schools ! Enough 
money cannot be appropriated for a sufficient number of 
buildings, but millions can be afforded for uplifting the 
"non-believers !" 

Millions are spent in building churches, great marble 
structures for worshipping God — while the poor are 
groveling in the dirt and filth of the crowded tenements. 
Why is that money not used for building respectable 
dwellings with plenty of room, air and sunshine for the 
unhappy offspring of the unfortunate poor ? Give them an 
opportunity to be reared in cleanliness, give their limbs 
room to stretch and grow, and all the talk about crime and 
degeneracy will be a thing of the past. Build dwellings 
for the poor on the same humane scale as those for the 
rich, and do not make them work the flesh from their 
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fingers to make enough for rent. You will thus rear 
loftier, nobler houses of worship, for you will make all 
those human bodies a dwelling place for God — pure, clean, 
free from filth and therefore free from vice. 
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CONCLUSION. 

It is an undisputable fact that to render service ac- 
ceptable to God is not in the praying alone, but by the 
endeavor to make all men happy. Nor can heaven be 
found by the observance of any particular form of religion. 

By loving our fellow-men, we love and worship God. 
This same truth has been beautifully expressed by Leigh 
Hunt's Abou Ben Adhem, who when told by an angel that 
his name was not amongst those "who love the Lord," re- 
plied, "Write me then as one who loves his fellowmen," 
and when, on the following night, the angel came again, 
"And showed the names whom love of God had blessed, 
and lo, Ben Adhem's name led all the rest !" 

Gradually it is coming to be recognized that our 
relation in this world is as men, and no matter what 
religious opinions one may entertain, so long as he is a 
friend to man and his rights — such man is on the right 
road in this life. 

In this pamphlet I have merely endeavored to lay es- 
pecial stress upon the Golden Rule as being the factor for 
the solution of all the misery prevalent in this world. 

Throughout, I have striven not to engage in any re- 
ligious questions causing conflict among any of the dogmas 
of the religions of the present day. 

I have not attempted to call the reader's attention to 
the Bible that it is the word of God any more so than 
that, the Koran of the Mohammedan is the only true word 
of God as the Mohammedan claims. 

All that I maintain is that the Golden Rule, if prac- 
ticed, would suffice for all purposes to be the guiding light 
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in this life, and eventually bring on earth the heaven 
which the majority of mankind can only dream of from 
day to day until death claims them. 

In conclusion, I wish to review the conditions that 
love ought to and can remedy. It will teach the rich that 
Mammon is not the only God, and that true philanthropy 
consists not in donating money to charitable institutions, 
but by helping to make such institutions unnecessary. 
How can this be done ? By building sufficient schools ; by 
building sanitary dwellings for those who toil for mainte- 
nance (I will not call them the poor, for there should be 
no poor under a proper social system) ; by paying the 
wage-earner according to his earnings, and in proportion 
to the income which his labor procures; by doing away 
with monopolies and trusts which drain these small earn- 
ings more quickly than they are earned. In short, by 
giving the workingman a chance to rise so that he may 
have time for mental food and mental and moral develop- 
ment, instead of being compelled to always keep his nose 
to the grindstone, for what? — for bread to fill the hungry 
mouths waiting to be fed, for a miserable roof to shield 
his unfortunate offspring from the devastating elements! 

I am not condemning the rich. They are (some of 
them at least) entitled to what is their own (if their 
wealth was honestly gotten). But they should learn to 
love their less successful and more unfortunate brethren 
and help them to win success, too, instead of striving after 
more and more, with no stop, no limit, with that insatiable 
desire to hoard up unnecessary wealth so that their heirs 
may have something to wrangle about. If all those who 
know how to make money would also know when to stop 
and give others a chance, the monetary problem would be 
solved and we would have no poor. 

This would, of course, do away with child labor, for, 
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as I have already stated, this evil is caused by two factors 
— one, the greed of the employer, the othef, the abject 
poverty of the child's parents. Give the parents a chance 
to make a comfortable living, and there will be no child 
labor, there will be no crime, no need of police, of jails, of 
courts with all their attaches. And how can these parents 
be given the proper chance? Again and again I repeat, 
by having those who have more than they need stop 
in the further pursuit of wealth and gain, and giving the 
producers of wealth their just and proportionate share ! 

After this condition has been remedied — after man no 
longer must struggle and battle for enough to keep his 
soul within his toil-worn body and his children from 
starving or stealing, the next step will be to see that per- 
fect love and harmony exist within the family circle. 
There should be love between husband and wife, parents 
and children, sisters and brothers, teachers and pupils, 
friends, neighbors, strangers. Meanness and petty jeal- 
ousies which so often are the cause of great unhappiness 
and suffering should be eliminated from our make-up, and 
love take its place. 

It may be crude at first. We may forget ourselves 
occasionally, but if we practice love every minute of our 
lives this earth will be the heaven of our dreams. 
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